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Why the Focus on Developing 
Countries, especially Africa 

• Large burden of both communicable and non-
communicable diseases 

• Health indicators need to converge with high 
income countries 

• Large populations 
• Greatest needs 
• Greatest opportunities to make a difference 
• HUGE POTENTIAL FOR INNOVATION 
• Threats e.g. Ebola can spread to other countries 



Institutional Engagements to Foster 
Education, Training and Research 

• African Academy of Sciences (whole of Africa) 
– AESA (Alliance for Accelerating Excellence in 

Science in Africa) 
• Grand Challenges Africa 
• DELTAS (Developing Excellence In Leadership, 

Training And Science Africa Initiative 
 
Support from Wellcome Trust, DFID (UK), Gates Foundation 

 
 



AAS: AFRICAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 

AESA: ALLIANCE FOR ACCELERATING SCIENCE IN AFRICA  

The Alliance for Accelerating Excellence in 
Science in Africa (AESA), an initiative of the 
African Academy of Sciences and the New 
Partnership for African Development (NEPAD) 



Support from  
Robert Bosh Stiftung 
 



Institutional Engagements to Foster 
Education, Training and Research 

• African Union (New Partnership for African 
Development (NEPAD) 
– High Level African Panel on Emerging Technologies  

• Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced Study (STIAS) 
– Health in Transition Program 
– Global Mental Health  
– Developmental Origins of Health and Disease 

(DOHaD) (Early Childhood Development) 



Institutional Engagements to Foster 
Education, Training and Research 

• Grand Challenges Canada 
– Saving Lives at Birth 
– Saving Brains 
– Global Mental Health  
– Stars in Global Health Programme: huge impact in 

Africa 
• World Diabetes Foundation 

– Pregnancy and Diabetes 
– Diabetes and TB 
– Building capacity for care of diabetes 
 in Low and Middle Income Countries 



• Global Alliance for Chronic Diseases 
 

Collection of the world's biggest public research funding agencies.   





Role of Education, Training and 
Research 

• Health in Transition: demographic, 
epidemiological, technological 

• Huge shortages of health manpower 
• Very little (detailed) knowledge in context e.g. 

epidemiological data 
• Big data will be a global resource 
• Investing in a more equitable, healthier, wealthier 

world=more peace 
•  Need education, training and research to 

internalize and implement current knowledge  
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